CHAPTER III

(184 B.C.-A.D. 470)

WITH the advent of the new Sunga dynasty, the history
of India began again to change its course. The new
king, Pushyamittra, retained his hold on the Empire he
had usurped, though not without a great deal of fighting
and considerable difficulty. But his successors were
unable to retain their grip, with the result that after the
lapse of about a century the ancient Magadh Empire
became completely disintegrated.

Saurashtra appears to have remained peacefully under
the rule of Pushyamittra until the year 155 B.C., when
Menander, King of the Punjab and Kabul, and a relation
of Eucratides, King of Bactria, (founded in Alexander's
time,) became seized with a desire of emulating, and if
possible surpassing, the prowess of the great Greek soldier,
and marched into India. He conquered and annexed
Saurashtra, and this exploit is recorded by Strabo, who
calls the country " Saraostos." Menander advanced very
nearly as far as Patliputra, but was finally defeated by
Pushyamittra and obliged to retire. From various his-
torical observations, however, we are enabled to infer
that he still held Saurashtra and Broach for several
years after his repulse, mainly from the fact that Greek
coins of a later date than 153 B.C. were recorded as being
current in Western India for some years.

The Sunga dynasty came to an end in 72 B.C., and in
the years that intervened between the withdrawal of
Greek arms from Western India and that time, various
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